


The rear con of the unit s very
much what you would expect from
Rane, with a multitude of inputs. All
the phono inputs are switchable to
line level, as are the two mics should
you need them. The booth and zone
are balanced outputs on %" jack TRS
connectors, while the master is
balanced XLR and the effects send
and return connections are on %"
jacks. No more external PSU, the
MP25 has a conventional IEC socket
with a worldwide universal internal
power supply; thank goodness, no
more RJ45 connector!

The real groundbreaking feature
of the MP25, however, are the 22
USB audio channels, five stereo
inputs and six stereo outputs. These
enable you to play into any of the
four audio channels, as well as record
from those same four channels,
the USB loop and main output of
the mic channels, all of which is
pretty impressive.

All ASIO and Core Audio drivers
are included, depending on your
preferred platform, and they also
support multiple simultaneous
applications running at any one
time. So, you can theoretically
playback Traktor from two channels
and Abelton from the other two
channels, while recording all the
outputs into Pro Tools. No longer do
you need an external MIDI controller
to adjust and control your DJ

software, as every switch, button,
pot or fader can be MIDI mapped for
software control. Another hugely
impressive feat.

So, how does the MP25 stand up
in the DJ booth? The layout and
functions of the MP25 are intuitive,
although trying to keep the same
footprint as the MP24 has made the
mixer a little on the cramped side. A
touch higher and there would've
been a bit more finger space around
the controls; | don't have big hands
but | found myself having to be quite
precise when using them. As with
previous Rane products, the gain
structure of the mixer is spot on,
and the level/gain control on each
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channel gives the right amount of
boost or cut to the various input
sources without redlining the mixer’s
inputs. If you get this mixer to redline,
you shouldn't be in a DJ booth!
There is plenty of volume from the
headphone amp, with both 4" and
mini jack outputs and options to
set the headphone mix to your
preference, with split-cue and cue-
mix controls. And, if it'’s your home
personal mixer, you can change the
tone of the headphones in the PC
preference settings. Soundwise,
the output of the MP25 is clean
and punchy, giving excellent
representation of the original
recorded material.

) )oesx

A

CONTACT: Sennheiser UK
TEL: +44 (0) 1494 551 551
WEB: www.rane.com

20NE

MP25
CLUB MIXER

CONTOUR

F

Rane have comeback with a bang,
and the MP25 is very much for
today's DJ! This has to be one of the
most flexible mixers on the market
right now — one that is just as at
home in the analogue domain as it is
in the digital sector. | can see plenty
of mobile or small clubs getting very
excited about the versatility of the
MP25 and, although it comes with a
serious price tag, the build quality,
feature set and its extended
connectivity makes the it well
worth checking out. l
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